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Happy New Year Master
Gardeners

We have survived the holi-
day season, and we are al-
most finished with the
"gardener's holiday". You
know the weeks between
the first and final frost. We
don't have to lift a shovel,
weed, worry about aphids
attacking our favorite plants,
or Japanese beetles attack-
ing our favorite blos-

soms. Now this does not
mean we are disconnected
from nature, it only means
that our homes become the
garden if you don't have a
greenhouse. My home is
either a jungle or a botani-
cal garden. It depends on
how you look at na-

ture. There are plants on
the windowsills, and on the
floor surrounding the win-
dows. It's not easy to look
out any windows because
my plants are soaking up
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any and all light. My hus-
band has a thing about
closing windows, so
wherever he can't close
the shade he closes the
doors to any and all
rooms. Unlike most of
you I'm busy watering in-
side and outside because
of all of my containers |
refuse to allow them to
dry out.

| would like to remind
each project leader to
write an article about your
project. Also, since we
have this great yahoo
website if you would list
your schedule of activi-
ties on the calen-

dar. Mike Smith is avail-
able to assist you in re-
cording this information
on the calendar. This will
enable all master garden-
ers access to what is go-
ing on and we will all be
able to plan and schedule
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the certification hours.

I'm excited to have entered
into the 2009 with a portion
of good health. I'm hoping
you were fortunate enough
to have the same good
health or even better health
than you had last

year. Since you are doing
so well, is there any reason
why you could not attend
one or more meetings this
year? We will be approach-
ing the end of our fiscal year
in March. Why not jump
start this year by attending
meetings? Well I'm looking
forward to seeing each of
you soon. Our first meeting
will be January 15 at 6:30
p.m. off Bonny Oaks at

the Adamson Circle loca-
tion. We will see you there.
Let's make this our best gar-
dening year ever.

~Linda Billingslea




Nat'l. Arboretum displays “Power
Plants”

A new exhibit at the U.S. Nat’l. Arbo-
retum focuses on “Power Plants.”
The display features more than 20
kinds of plants that are now serving
or might someday serve as a source
of renewable energy in the U.S.
Some of the plants, including corn,
soybeans, peanuts and sunflowers,
are already familiar to most people.
However, plants like cuphea, miscan-
thus and switchgrass (Panicum virga-
tum) are potential biofuel sources.
USDA-Ag. Research Service nat'l.
program in Bioenergy and Energy Al-
ternatives is focused on integrating 3
aspects of biofuels research: feed-
stock development, feedstock pro-
duction and biorefining (feedstock
conversion and co-product) develop-
ment. Scientists have assessed the
economics and energy efficiencies of
different bioenergy production sys-
tems and identified concerns associ-
ated with biofuel crop cultivation and
harvest. They have also evaluated
key genetic characteristics in plants
that could enhance biofuel output.
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Tom’s Tidbits for January 2009
New Master Gardener Classes in Full Swing

The 2009 Master Gardener classes started last week. There are a total of 62 students in the two
classes combined. Thanks to everyone who helped leading up to the first day of class. Thank you for
making nametags, getting the boxes ready, putting notebooks together and helping with registration
details. Thank you for supplying food the first night and greeting all new interns. The first day introduc-
tions were very helpful in getting to know the students. Everyone has the full intention of being a better
gardener and giving back to the community. Some people in the class are already community leaders
in some field. They will teach us many things as the class progresses. It will be fun to interact with all
these exciting projects. The classes are going as green as possible again this year. Carol Mathews
made some beautiful green napkins with a frilly border for the Monday class. | think Ron Bohrer is go-
ing to want to steal those for his class. Now we have nice china dishes, stainless silverware, and
glasses. It takes a little more clean-up at the end but everyone eats in style.

Mind your mentors

The mentors are doing an outstanding job organizing everything. This year there will be several peo-
ple sharing the mentor duties. This will spread the time out among more Master Gardeners. It will give
students a nice variety of experienced Master Gardeners to talk to at class. Ron has set the pace for
all the mentors. He is constantly adding fun and educational things to enrich the course. Rena Keane
has organized a full group of mentors for the night class.

Master Gardeners welcome

Carol Reese is coming for a seminar on January 19" at 7pm at the Home Builders Association of
Southern Tennessee (HBAST) seminar room. The room can hold up to 160 so we should have plenty
of room this time. Get tickets for five dollars at my office or at the door. Invite your friends and
neighbors as well.

Master Gardeners are invited to attend any session they want of the current MG Training classes.
Many good sessions are coming up. Ruth Baumgardner speaks on perennials February 23" at
6:00pm and then at 9:00am on Tuesday morning, March 3rd" It's always a treat to listen to Ruth. An-
other great class is the outdoor pruning class with John Nessle on April 13" at 6pm or on April 14™ with
Carl Absher at 9am. Look for the full schedule on the website at www.MGHC.org.

Help the hotline on Monday morning

We have debated for years to make this experience a mandatory experience for the each Master Gar-
dener. | know some Master Gardeners and interns who work can’t come on Monday mornings. The
regular hours for the hotline are on Monday mornings from 10am to noon. However, once you are
trained, you can come in at anytime. Some questions can be taken home to work on. This is a great
opportunity to put your knowledge to work. Most of the questions are easy. Some are more involved
and would need a little research in books or on the internet. | don’t always have the time to go that in
depth. It's a big help when Master Gardeners answer one or more of these types of questions.

| encourage you to sign up for a few time slots.
For Masterful Gardens

Tom
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